
The Cannon River STEM School

Minutes of the Special Board Meeting: March 8, 2009

	
	Name
	Responsibility

	P
	Chris Broden
	Director

	P
	Gary Engstrom
	Secretary

	P
	Laura Geissler
	Vice Chair

	P
	Rob Hardy
	Director

	P
	Penny Kelly
	Treasurer

	P
	Natalie Khazaal
	Director

	P
	Catherine McBride
	Director

	P
	Erica Zweifel
	Chair


	A
	Katie Kleese
	Sponsor Rep

	P
	Jerald Friedman
	Vendor

	P
	Karen Appeldoorn
	Vendor

	P
	Mike Pocrnich
	Vendor - BKDA


Call to order, 4:00 p.m. by Erica Zweifel

Agenda

1.  Motion: Laura Geissler moves, Penny Kelly seconds: To approve the minutes of the February 15 and March 1 meetings as presented. Motion passed. 

2.  Welcome:

a. Ryan Krominga, Ed Visions Cooperative

3.  Public comment period – None

4.  Ryan Krominga presented the services provided through Ed Visions Cooperative: Henderson, MN. A cooperative of teachers to increase purchasing power for the purchase of benefits packages. Teachers would need to be employees of the cooperative to do this. Other services include payroll processing, worker’s compensation, marketing for recruiting (students, employees), HR services, special education director, social work, staff development, and so on. The benefits package and health care coverage would require that employees be employees of the cooperative. Otherwise, services can be purchased ala cart. 

5.  Director Hiring Discussion/Decision: 

a. Motion: The Hiring Committee recommends and Catherine McBride moves: That we offer the Director position to Nalani McCutcheon, pending the background check. Motion carried. 

b. The hiring committee presented a draft contract. Mike Pocrnich participated in a discussion of contract issues. Board discussion ensued and the hiring committee will adjust the wording of the contract based on this discussion. 

c. Motion: The hiring committee recommends that we use McDowell Agency for the background check of Nalani McCutcheon. Laura Geissler so moved. Motion passed. 

6.  Project Learning Tree Workshop, April 4th: Free workshop in Pine City, MN. Erica Zweifel signed up. A teacher or the Director could go in her place. 

7.  Faribault Rotary Lunch, March 11th: Jerry and Erica will attend. One correction to the presentation was made. 

8.  Faribault Kindergarten Fair March 11th: Chris Broden will cover 12:00 pm through 4:00 pm; Laura Geissler will cover 4:00 p.m. through 7:00 p.m.

9.  Enrollment Update/Open House and Lottery: Karen Appeldoorn led the discussion concerning the application/enrollment process: We now have 59 applicants, K through 6. We will hold an open house and lottery on Pie Day (March 14). We have a bingo cage available to use for the drawing. Bingo balls will be set aside for each grade level and the applications numbered accordingly. Karen has prepared an acceptance letter and an preliminary information sheet. Parents are encouraged to get their paperwork in within one month. 

10.  Facility Update: The St. James property will be assessed Tuesday and we should know if the offer is acceptable to the State by the end of the week. The St. Johns option remains viable. 

11.  Timelines have been given to Jerry to be put up on the database.

12.  Other Business - None.

13.  Next Meeting: 

a. Regular Meeting: March 15, 2009, at 4:00 p.m.

14.  Motion: Catherine McBride moved and Laura Geissler second: To adjourn meeting. Motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Engstrom


